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res. Reaga%l'ls request to Congress

cr contra nding
19 March 1986
TO TER CONGAZSS OF TRE UMITED STATES: '
T

Since uin‘titd ay message to the Congress on
february 25 trequesting sdditional assistance for the
Nicaraguan desocratic resistance, I have heard from many
thoughtful Members of Congress, as well as from Latin Americen
laaders and the leaders of the Nicaraguan democratic resis-
tance. Many have taised the question of how the additional

- autharity I have zequested could be implemsnted so as to help
persuade the Government of Wicaragua to sngage in & serious
elfart to rasclve the conflict in Central America through
pesaceful mesans.

I am determined to make every effort to protect ous vital )
interests asd achieve peace without further loes of life. X
That is why on Pebruary 10 I proposed simultanecus talks by
the Government of Micaragua =- with their opposition and with
che Uatted States. That is why on February 23 I affirmed my
commitmant to direct the additional assistance I have
requestad toward a comprehensive and verifiable agreemasnt
among the countries of Central Aserica, based on the Coatadora '
Document af Obiectives. And that is why on Mageh 7 I
appointed Ambassador Philip Babib as my special envoy toc
Central America.

On Sunday night, I described to the American people the
threat to our security that confronts us in Central Amsrica.
As 1 satd theam, we are still willing to pursue vigorously @
diplomatic effort to achieve a lasting peace. Approval of =y
request fac additional assistance to the Wicarsquan damocTatis

L)
LI
resistance does not msan that a military solutioa is f

s A

{nevitable. 1t ia, however, essential that the ConqTess act
now %o apprave this assistance if diplomacy is to have a
chance. Accordingly, I am providing in this message a turthae

explanation of how I will implement the authority I have
requested.
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